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Underground Karst Lakes
Die unterirdischen Karstseen

Accumulations of water in the bottom depressions of horizontal, inclined, vertical caves, and deep karst channels are
called underground lakes.

Both horizontal and inclined caves undergo a limnetic stage of development during the conversion of a running-water
cave into a dry cave.

Inclined caves with waterfalls contain euorsive kettleholes of smaller runnig-water Combet-type lakes as well as
corrosive kettlehole lakes.

Horizontal caves are likely to develop danned Davetash-type lakes, underground running-water Kungur-type lakes,
calcite-dammed Domitsky-type (gours), and — in the mudded depressions — Kizel-type lakes.

In sinkholes, karst deep channels, vertical caves, either accumulative kettlehole lakes with a mudded bottom or
underground running-water Matsokhi-type lakes occur.

Underground lakes feeding, as it were, on mineral waters are of Pyatigorsk, Bakharden, and Zbrashov types.

Various types of underground lakes are distributed over the following hydrodynamic zones: zone of vertical
descending circulation, of suspended (relic of horizontal) running-water, intermediate and horizontal, vertical ascending
circulation.









